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Michael Salem, M.D. 

President and CEO

Michael Salem, M.D. 

I am delighted to begin the New Year with the official start of my tenure as President and
CEO of National Jewish. I am honored to take the helm from Dr. Taussig — under
whose leadership the institution has experienced substantial growth and achievement —
and to join a strong and passionate community of physicians, researchers and staff. I am
hopeful that my experiences in academic medicine and healthcare business will help
extend the excellence of National Jewish and ensure our future growth and success. 

I am looking forward to an exciting year with three signal priorities in mind: 1) the
patients we serve through innovative patient care and breakthrough research; 2) the more
than 1,200 dedicated faculty and staff of National Jewish; and, 3) continued dedication to
the rich history of National Jewish, home to outstanding medical care, research and
education for the past 106 years. In upcoming issues of Alumni News, you will hear more
about future goals and initiatives as we embark on an extensive strategic planning process
to help guide National Jewish over the next decade.

As a surgeon and critical care physician, I appreciate the importance of quality fellowship
programs, especially within specialty and sub-specialty areas where there is a serious
shortage of practicing specialists and training programs. I am very proud of the students,
residents, and fellows where I had a small part in their education and training. Know that
I am deeply committed to supporting the past, current and future alumni of National
Jewish as they continue to shape science and healthcare all over the world. 

Finally, please save the date for this year’s National Jewish Faculty and Fellows Reception
being held at the American Academy of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology’s Annual
Meeting in Miami Beach, Florida on Sunday, March 5, from 8-10 p.m. I look forward to
meeting many of you at the reception and learning about your experiences at National
Jewish and the important work that you do today. This reception is an excellent
opportunity to catch up with your mentors and colleagues. You will receive an invitation
and RSVP information in the mail. I hope to see you in Miami!

Wishing you a happy and healthy new year,
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National Jewish alumni
embrace leadership. They are
leaders in academic medicine,
in private practice, in research
and industry. They chair
influential committees,
advocate for excellence and
train the next generation of
leaders. For former Fellow,
Linda S. Cox, M.D., the
decision to lead was simple
— she recognized a problem
and wanted to help create a
solution.

Dr. Cox was a fellow in Allergy and Immunology at
National Jewish from 1989-1991 where she trained in Dr.
Henry Clayman’s lab working on IgE production in murine
graft-vs-host disease. She also worked closely with other
faculty mentors including Dr. Hal Nelson. Before coming
to National Jewish, Dr. Cox completed a fellowship in
Internal Medicine at University of Miami, Jackson
Memorial Hospital and attended medical school at
Northwestern University School of Medicine.

“My fellowship at National Jewish was the greatest
educational experience of my life,” says Dr. Cox.
“Whether in the lab, clinic or during one of our evening
Allergy Journal Club meetings, my mentors challenged me
to not only improve my skills and understanding but to
seek the answers that could impact the field as a whole.” 

IMPACTING CLINICAL PRACTICE
Dr. Cox has been running a solo adult and pediatric
allergy and immunology practice in Fort Lauderdale since
1992, where she sees more than 5,000 patients each year.
Already a fellow in the American Academy of Allergy,
Asthma and Immunology (AAAAI), she joined the
Immunotherapy Committee in 1998, became Vice Chair
in 2003 and has chaired the Committee since 2004.
Under her leadership, the Committee focused on an
initiative to standardize documentation, administration
and tracking of allergy skin tests and immunotherapy. 

“Despite tremendous growth in the role of allergy skin
testing and immunotherapy, there were no systemized
tracking or practice parameters to guide specialists. Each
practice performed and documented testing and therapy
in their own way,” says Dr. Cox. 

After three years of collaborative work between AAAAI
committees, Board of Directors and the Joint Task Force
on Practice Parameters, the Immunotherapy committee
developed a series of forms that are now available via
download on the Academy Website (www.aaaai.org). The
forms consist of five sets of documents addressing skin
tests, immunotherapy prescription, immunotherapy
administration, a pre-immunotherapy injection health-
screening questionnaire and an anaphylaxis treatment
record form. There is also an Immunotherapy Worksheet,
which summarizes key components of immunotherapy
prescription writing such as effective therapeutic dose and
cross-reactivity between allergens. 

EDUCATION AND ADVOCACY
Once the forms were developed, the Immunotherapy
Committee faced the challenge of educating their
colleagues about their availability, validity and usefulness.
Form samples were included in the 2003 Joint Task Force:
Allergen Immunotherapy: A Practice Parameter which was
published in the Annals of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology
as a supplement and made available on the AAAAI Web
site. Dr. Cox and her colleagues presented nationally and
met with many groups to ensure widespread utilization of
the forms. 

“There was a great deal of education and advocacy that
needed to done to ensure that our colleagues understood
and were comfortable customizing the forms for their
practice,” says Dr. Cox. The Academy further supported
the initiative by developing an annual symposium
dedicated to immunotherapy and the standardization of
forms, dosing and guidelines. 

“I am an optimist and we’ve received great feedback, so I
believe that many allergists are using the forms and
parameters to guide their practice,” says Dr. Cox. “This
was an important step toward advancing the field and
improving care for our patients.”

LEGACY OF LEADERSHIP
In addition to her work with the Immunotherapy
committee, Dr. Cox is currently working on a Task Force
with Dr. Hal Nelson to evaluate the effectiveness of
sublingual immunotherapy (SLIT). SLIT has been widely
utilized in Europe for the past decade but is not currently
approved for use in the United States. She is also active in
the American College of Allergy, Asthma and
Immunology (ACAAI) and is the current chair of the

Former Allergy Fellow Leads Initiative to Standardize Allergy
Testing and Immunotherapy

Linda S. Cox, M.D.
Allergy and Immunology Fellow

1989-1991
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Tell Us Your Story

National Jewish alumni are making significant
contributions in all areas of research, care and 
education. If you or a fellow alumnus has been 
involved in something interesting, please contact us.
Please also let us know if you’ve moved so we can 
ensure this publication is sent to your current address.
Don’t forget to include the years you trained at 
National Jewish. Submissions, address changes, or
feedback can be sent to:

E-mail: Alumni@njc.org
Fax: 303-270-2220
Mail: Alumni News Editor

National Jewish Medical and Research Center
1400 Jackson Street, M313
Denver, CO 80203

ACAAI’s Immunotherapy and Diagnostics Committee.
She is past president of the Florida Allergy, Asthma and
Immunology Society and one of the founders and
president of the Broward Palm Beach Allergy Society,
which has been meeting monthly since 1999. Dr. Cox
lives in West Palm Beach with her husband and two
children. She commutes to her office in Fort Lauderdale
with her husband/office manager Bob Wolfgram.

“Linda is a shining example of the strong leaders that are
the legacy of the National Jewish allergy training
program,” says Dr. Nelson. “Her clinical, research and
educational contributions to the field of allergy and
immunology are exceptional and I have no doubt there
will be more to come from this outstanding alumnus.” 

For more information or to download the allergy skin test
and immunotherapy forms, visit aaaai.org. 

Allergy Testing continued

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Marzena E. Krawiec, M.D., joined National Jewish in
November 2005 as assistant professor in the Department
of Pediatrics. Her interests include the care of pediatric
patients with chronic lung diseases such as asthma and
interstitial lung disease. She has a particular interest in
clinical pediatric asthma research and translational
research using fiberoptic bronchoscopy to evaluate infants
and young children with persistent cough or wheezing.
She will be developing an infantile pulmonary function
laboratory at National Jewish to evaluate infants and
young children for airflow obstruction. 

Dr. Krawiec was born in Warsaw, Poland and came to the
United States at four years of age. She completed
undergraduate degree in Biology at Boston University and
received her medical degree from the University of
Colorado Health Sciences Center (UCHSC). She
completed a pediatric residency and a pediatric pulmonary
fellowship at UCHSC/The Children’s Hospital in Denver.
She began her research in pediatric asthma at National
Jewish during her fellowship. She joined the faculty at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison as an Assistant Professor
in the Department of Pediatric Pulmonology in September
2000. She became a 2002-2003 Pfizer Scholar and is
currently involved as a co-investigator in multiple
pediatric clinical asthma trials conducted by the
Childhood Asthma Research and Education (CARE)
network. Additionally, she was supported by an ALA-WI
research grant to continue investigation of inflammatory
mediators using bronchoscopy and bronchoalveolar avage
in young wheezing children. 

Visit  www.nationaljewish.org
for educational and fundraising events in your community.

New Faculty Update
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Thank you to all who have donated to the Harold S.
Nelson, M.D. Endowment for Allergy Fellowships. The
current market value of the Fund is $185,000. 

In order to fully endow this fellowship position, National
Jewish needs to raise a total of $500,000. This funding
will continually generate enough interest to guarantee
support for Fellows in the future. Endowing a fellowship
is an enduring gift. Fellows who benefit will go on to a
lifetime of leading-edge research, compassionate clinical
care, and education. Your contribution will help provide
the stability needed to continue our efforts to train and
educate the next generation of clinicians, scientists, and
educators. 

To make a donation, please contact Allison Jernigan 
(303) 398-1077, 1400 Jackson Street, Denver, CO 80206
or email jernigana@njc.org.

Harold S. Nelson, M.D. Endowment
for Allergy Fellowships

In October 2005, National Jewish was awarded a grant by
UCB Pharma, Inc., to fund a multi-year fellowship
program in the Division of Allergy and Immunology. The
UCB Fellow in Allergy and Immunology will participate
in both clinical and research training, which will provide
enhanced understanding of the mechanisms and
treatment of allergic and immunologic diseases.

The Fellow will work under the supervision of Dr. Rohit
Katial, Director of the fellowship program and Associate
Professor of Medicine at National Jewish. The fellowship
program consists of two stages, with the first stage
devoted primarily to diverse clinical training including
experience in adult and pediatric asthma, allergic rhinitis,
urticaria, anaphylaxis, angioedema and immune immune
deficiency disorders. The second stage is dedicated to
research training, involving coursework, laboratory
research and other activities designed to provide the
foundation of skills necessary for success in academic
medicine. 

UCB Pharma, Inc., funded the fellowship grant in
recognition of the important work being done by
National Jewish. “We have a shared focus and
commitment with National Jewish in wanting to advance
the understanding and treatment of respiratory and
allergic disorders, and we agreed that it was important to
fund a multi-year grant,” said Mark Sullivan, Director of
Strategic Planning for Allergy/Respiratory at UCB
Pharma, Inc. 

UCB S.A. (http://www.ucb-group.com) is a global
biopharmaceutical leader dedicated to the research,
development and commercialization of innovative
products in the fields of central nervous system disorders,
allergy and respiratory diseases, immune and
inflammatory disorders and oncology. 

National Jewish Receives Grant 
to Fund Allergy Fellows 

Faculty and Fellows Reception 
at the AAAAI Annual Meeting

Sunday, March 5th, 8-10 p.m. 

Loews Miami Beach Hotel 

Cowrie Salon 2

Invitation will follow. 

Save the Date

For information about CME programs, contact the 
Office of Professional Education at 303-398-1000 or 
visit www.nationaljewish.org.

Effective Management of Difficult to Control Asthma 
A CME Dinner Series for Allergists and Pulmonologists
Feb. 21 - Louisville, KY
Feb. 23 - New City, NY

11th Annual Regional Allied Health Conference
September 8, 2006
National Jewish Medical and Research Center

Managing Nontuberculous Mycobacterial Infections: 
A Conference for Patients
May 2-4, 2006
National Jewish Medical and Research Center

The Office of Professional Education also has a variety 
of new CME newsletters and monographs on topics
including COPD, difficult to control asthma and 
allergic rhinitis.

National Jewish Continuing
Medical Education Programs 
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