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President and CEO

I am very pleased and proud to report that the National Jewish Board of Directors
recently approved the 10-year strategic plan, dubbed Decade of Innovation: Strategic
Plan 2017. The strategic plan was formulated after a seven-month process and hundreds
of interviews with National Jewish faculty and staff, Board of Directors, Council of
National Trustees, local healthcare leaders and practitioners, and international leaders in
medicine, science and business. New commercial ventures, philanthropy, cash reserves
and increased clinical revenue will fund the ambitious plan. Decade of Innovation:
Strategic Plan 2017 will:

• Integrate our basic science and clinical care efforts at the point of the patient
• Pioneer individualized medicine programs for asthma, COPD, cardiology, 

lung cancer, immunologic diseases and allergy towards a vision of personalized
healthcare for patients

• Increase our faculty by 40 percent 
• Substantially increase funds available to support research and education
• Augment our efforts for educating the next generation of leaders in medicine

and science

The combined research, patient care and educational efforts will enhance the reputation
National Jewish has as the premier institution for the treatment and research of those
diseases. To support increased patient visits and expanded treatment and research
programs, National Jewish plans to recruit more than 100 physicians and scientists. 

Our number one priority continues to be the patient through clinical care and research
done on their behalf. We seek to transform patient care from reactive to proactive and
personalized, to detect disease and intervene early, and to keep people healthy before
illness interrupts their lives. We are energized by the prospect of introducing novel and
innovative new ways to research and treat disease in order to benefit physicians and
patients throughout the world.

I look forward to updating you relative to our progress and thank you for your
continued support of National Jewish Medical and Research Center.

Sincerely,
Former Fellow VP of 
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#1 Respiratory Hospital in the U.S. Since 1998. 
U.S.News & World Report

“Embracing this strategic 
plan will enable us to build on
our strengths and outstanding
history in order to extend 
our excellence.”



2 | NATIONAL JEWISH ALUMNI NEWS

The Scientist, a magazine of the life sciences, named
National Jewish the sixth best place in the United States to
undertake postdoctoral training. More than 2,300 postdocs
completed this fifth annual web-based survey that covered
11 topics in which respondents judged their respective
institutions. National Jewish rated especially well in quality
of training and mentoring, networking opportunities,
benefits, family and personal life. National Jewish also
received top ratings for laboratory-and colleague-related
factors. 

“This recognition is a very gratifying indication that we are
‘doing it right’ in terms of training basic and clinical
research fellows at National Jewish” said John Cambier,
Ph.D., Chairman of the Immunology Department.

View the published results in the March 2007 issue at
www.the-scientist.com.

One of Best Places for 
Postdocs to Work 

Earlier this year National Jewish launched a new program
— NJ4kids — that brings the clinical research, evaluations
and treatments already in place at National Jewish together
as one unified program.

“With NJ4kids, we have created an environment of
responding to the increasing demand for treatment of
atopic dermatitis, food allergies, rhinitis, asthma, and
recurrent infections — all diseases that are increasing at
alarming rates throughout the country,” said Erwin
Gelfand, M.D., Chairman of Pediatrics. “The new program
reorganizes and enhances our capabilities to make it better
for patients and their families. This will translate into better
patient tracking, advanced diagnostic testing, customized
therapeutic interventions and outcomes monitoring. Our
goals are to grow as leaders in these areas using the most
advanced technologies and interventions, and bridge clinical
and basic research. This is all in keeping with the cohesive
strategic plans developed for the Department of Pediatrics
and the institution.”

NJ4kids Customizes Care for
Young Patients

Greg Downey, M.D. 

Medical degree:
University of Manitoba,1980

Internal medicine internship and 
residency: Beth Israel Hospital, 
Harvard Medical School

Clinical fellowship, pulmonary 
medicine: University of Colorado
Health Sciences Center, National
Jewish, 1986

Research fellowship, pulmonary cell
biology: National Jewish, 1988

National Jewish Medical and Research Center appointed physician-scientist
Greg Downey, M.D., as Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs and
the Drs. Harold and Mary Zirin Chair in Adult Pulmonary Biology. 

“We were seeking a renowned researcher and physician leader, a real star, to
fill this important position,” said Michael Salem, M.D., President and CEO
of National Jewish. “Dr. Downey is that individual. I am confident that he
will provide outstanding leadership for our academic and research efforts.”

As Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs, Dr. Downey will oversee
the institutions’ academic and research programs. He seeks to integrate the
clinical and research efforts of the Departments of Medicine, Pediatrics and
Immunology. 

“I’m grateful to be back at National Jewish and to have this opportunity to
work with Dr. Salem and others in developing individualized medicine
programs,” said Dr. Downey. 

In addition to his positions at the University of Toronto, Dr. Downey served
since 2001 as the Canada Research Chair in Respiration for the Canada
Institutes of Health Research. He has published more than 200 peer
reviewed scientific articles, editorials, and books.

Former Fellow Named Executive Vice
President for Academic Affairs
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Unequaled Excellence 
in Specialized 
Laboratory Testing

For more information, visit
www.njlabs.org

1-800-550-6227

National Jewish Clinical
Reference Laboratories: 
Chronic Urticaria
Identifying the cause of chronic urticaria can be difficult
as patients try eliminating all possible irritants from
foods to detergents.  While allergists are highly trained
to identify hive-causing irritants and guiding patients
regarding avoiding triggers, the National Jewish Clinical
Reference Laboratory has a new capability to help make
diagnosing and treating urticaria a bit easier.

Approximately 40% of patients with chronic urticaria
have antibodies to the high affinity IgE receptor (FcεR1).
The cause is not external; it is an autoimmune reaction.
Patients with autoantibodies are currently identified by
histamine release assay, autologous serum skin tests
and Western blot. CD203 is expressed specifically on
basophils, mast cells and their CD34+ progenitor cells
and is upregulated by cross-linking of the FcεR1. Sera
from patients with chronic urticaria significantly
upregulate basophil CD203c expression as measured by
flow cytometry (1).

One of several new assays developed in the Clinical
Reference Laboratories at National Jewish is the Anti-
FcεR1 antibody assay for Chronic Urticaria. For more
information , please call 303-398-1367.

National Jewish Clinical Reference Laboratories offer a
broad spectrum of immunologic testing, including
evaluation of cell functions such as chemotaxis and
lymphocyte proliferation, and assessment of humoral
immune response such as specific antibody
measurement and serum precipitins. We have the
capability to measure the levels as well as function of all
circulating complement components and control
proteins as well as their activation products. In the TB
Laboratory, identification and susceptibility testing are
performed for many Mycobacterial species. The
Infectious Disease Pharmacokinetics Laboratory has
the technology to measure anti-fungal, anti-HIV and
anti-TB drugs in blood without interruption of
therapeutic drug regimen. 

References:
1. Yasnowsky KM, Dreskin SC, Efaw B, Schoen D, Vedanthan PK,
Alam R, Harbeck RJ. Chronic urticaria sera increase basophile
CD203c expression. J Allergy Clin Immunol 2006;117:1430-4.

Clinical Reference
Laboratories at
National Jewish

New Tests on the Horizon: 

• C2 Genotyping 

• Factor H Genotyping for Atypical
Hemolytic Uremic Syndrome (aHUS) 

• Factor H Genotyping for
Membranoproliferative
Glomerulonephritis, Type 11 (MPGN-11) 

• Factor H Genotyping for Age-related
Macular Degeneration (AMD) 



RECONNECT WITH OLD COLLEAGUES AND FRIENDS

Save the date:

February 6-10, 2008
Keystone Resort & Conference Center

Keystone Colorado

30th Anniversary
KEYSTONE UPDATE

Allergy/Clinical Immunology, Asthma and Pulmonary Medicine

* U.S. News & World Report

Register online between July 1 and September 30,
and you’ll receive a special NJ Alumni Discount.

Visit www.njc.org/ProEd or call 800-844-2305 to register today.

Spend four days of learning and inspiration with the leaders 
from the #1 Respiratory Hospital in the U.S.*
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Former Fellow and Current Faculty Explore Hygiene 
Hypothesis in Amish Community

White House Recognizes Methamphetamine Research
In November, 2006, Dr. David Murray of the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP),
visited National Jewish and delivered the certificate from ONDCP Director John P. Waters, which cited National
Jewish for “outstanding contributions and significant accomplishments in advancing research and knowledge of
methamphetamine’s consequences.”

National Jewish researchers, led by John Martyny, Ph.D., CIH, followed closely on the heels of law enforcement
agents raiding meth labs and tested chemical levels in the air and on surfaces in the labs. They conducted several
controlled “cooks” in laboratories, as well as homes and motels slated for destruction soon afterwards. They found
extremely high and potentially deadly levels of hydrogen chloride, anhydrous ammonia, and iodine produced during
the cooks. They also discovered very high levels of methamphetamine distributed throughout residences where meth
was manufactured.

National Jewish former fellow (79-81) Mark Holbreich,
M.D., began to offer free allergy clinics in the 1980s to the
Amish community in Northern Indiana. “The Amish
accept no insurance and live a life separate from the
‘outside world,’ said Dr. Holbreich. “They are committed
to a traditional agrarian lifestyle and their faith.”

Dr. Holbreich noticed that the majority of the 20 to 30
patients who visited each clinic had no evidence of food
or inhalant allergy, eczema, allergic rhinitis or asthma.
Skin tests were often negative. His observations were
different from the experience in his Indianapolis practice

where most patients seeking advice
have allergies.

In 2000, Dr. Holbreich read National
Jewish physician Dr. Andy Liu’s first
observations on endotoxin exposure
and allergy prevention. Amish have
large families; children are in the barn
and around farm animals from a very
early age and drink unpasteurized
milk. Dr. Holbreich wondered if the
Amish community could be
exemplifying the hygiene hypothesis.
He contacted Dr. Liu and in 2004,
the two doctors together visited an
Amish community. Their informal
survey found no one with knowledge
of any allergic individuals.

“I am grateful and appreciative of Dr.
Holbreich’s willingness to share his

experience,” said Dr. Liu. “While I came out of scientific
interest, I left with a profound admiration for the Amish
way of life. There may be benefits of the Amish lifestyle
that go beyond early endotoxin exposure to account for the
low incidence of atopy.”

Cooperation among former fellows and current faculty is a
great strength of the National Jewish experience. Drs. Liu
and Holbreich continue to work together on ways to
further define the incidence of allergic disease in the Amish
population and to explore what can be learned about
prevention and well being from this unique community.

Amish buggies at Holbreich Clinic
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redesigned clinic areas increase efficiency and make it
possible for physicians to see more patients.

The top four floors feature state-of-the-art research
laboratories, which house research programs focused on
asthma, allergy, immunology, inflammation and
environmental and occupational health.

“This is a strikingly beautiful building,” said Greg
Downey, M.D., Executive Vice President of Academic
Affairs. “Its state-of-the-art spaces will create functional
working relationships among groups of scientists who are
not necessarily in the same departments, which will
further everyone’s research efforts.”

“This entire project is the culmination of many years of
work by many people,” said Verne Singleton, Executive
Vice President and Chief Administrative Officer. “This is
the largest building project since the Goodman building
was built in the early 1970s. The clinical and research space
are important additions in order for National Jewish to
meet its strategic goals over the coming years.” 

National Jewish will host a dedication celebration and
symposium for the new building on May 18, 2007.
Presenters include Greg Downey, M.D., EVP Academic
Affairs; James P. Kiley, Ph.D., National Heart, Lung, and
Blood Institute; John B. Harley, M.D., Ph.D., University of
Oklahoma Health Sciences Center; Philippa Marrack,
Ph.D., National Jewish Medical and Research Center;
Roger J. Perlmutter, M.D., Ph.D., Amgen, Inc. and U.S.
Senator Tom Harkin.

New Smith Building Opens, Expands Clinic and Research 

Seeking a more “sleep-friendly” environment, the sleep program at National Jewish is taking a new approach to
providing sleep studies — conducting diagnostic sleep studies in a hotel.

National Jewish opened its first hotel-based sleep center in the Broomfield TownePlace Suites by Marriott. This
concept is a first for Denver and Colorado, but one that has seen great success in other academic institutions such as
Vanderbilt Medical Center and Cleveland Clinic. The state-of-the-art sleep laboratory utilizes hotel rooms to monitor
sleep and identify sleep disorders.

The new sleep laboratory encompasses four bedroom suites equipped for performing sleep studies. “We believe that
this more natural, non-clinical, home-like setting will provide a better environment for patients to sleep like they
would at their own homes,” explained Teofilo L. Lee-Chiong Jr., M.D., a board-certified Sleep Medicine specialist and
National Jewish Sleep Center Medical Director.

Since the laboratory opened in early February, it has been very well received by both physicians and patients. An open
house to tour the newly remodeled four bedroom suites and to meet the polysomnogrphic technologists and sleep
specialists was held April 4, 2007.

The six-story Iris and Michael Smith Clinics and
Laboratories opened in February 2007.

The building is named for Iris and Michael Smith, who
donated $5 million to construct the six-story clinic and
research facility.

The first two floors of the building are dedicated to patient
care. It doubles adult clinic space and significantly increases
clinical capacity in the Gene and Ruth Posner Foundation
Center for Pulmonary Rehabilitation. Centralized,

New In-Hotel Sleep Lab Opens

Iris and Michael Smith Clinics and Laboratories
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Definition and Identification 
of COPD for Clinicians
Recognition and Management of
Mild COPD
September 2005, Volume 1
Available from 9/1/05-8/31/07 

in newsletter format

Definition and Identification 
of COPD for Clinicians
Recognition and Management of
Moderate COPD
November 2005, Volume 2
Available from 11/1/05-9/31/07 

in newsletter format

Definition and Identification 
of COPD for Clinicians
Severe COPD: Clinical Challenges
and Management Principles
February 2006, Volume 3
Available from 11/1/05-9/31/07 

in newsletter format

Definition and Identification 
of COPD for Clinicians
The Clinician's View of COPD:
Identification, Staging and Current
Treatment Options with COPD: The
Patient Partnership Challenge CD
Available from 6/1/06-5/31/08 

in monograph with CD

NATIONAL JEWISH 
CONTINUING MEDICAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS

Visit www.njc.org/ProEd
or call the Office of Professional Education at 303-398-1000, 

or 800-844-2305 for current CME programs.

MedSci UPDATE 
The Allergic March of Childhood
Summer 2006, Volume 23, Number 1
Available from 9/1/06-8/31/08 

in newsletter format

World Association of Sarcoidosis
and Other Granulomatous Disorders
(WASOG) Clinical and Research
Update
CD and web archive
Available from 6/1/06-10/31/07 

in CD-Rom

Understanding Asthma for 
Better Treatment
Available from 7/1/05-6/30/07 
via Web archive available at www.njcme.org

3rd National Conference on Vocal
Cord Dysfunction "Moving Forward
with Diagnosis and Management of
Vocal Cord Dysfunction/Paradoxical
Vocal Fold Motion"
(July 19-20, 2007) 
More information will be available in 

March of 2007
Live Conference



National Jewish 
Events Calendar
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Tell Us Your Story
National Jewish Alumni are making 
significant contributions in all areas of
research, care and education. If you or a 
fellow alumnus has an interesting story 
to share, please contact us. 

Also, please communicate address and
email changes so we can ensure this
publication is sent to your current address.

E-mail: Alumni@njc.org
Fax: 303-270-2220
Mail: Alumni News Editor

National Jewish Medical 
and Research Center

1400 Jackson Street, M303E
Denver, CO 80206

Research News 
Paula Oliver, Ph.D., postdoctoral researcher at National
Jewish and other researchers have identified a protein, 
known as Ndfip1, that protects mice from developing a 
severe and deadly allergic disease. The research, published
online November 30, 2006 and printed December 19, 2006
in the journal Immunity, suggests that Ndfip1 could be a
potential therapeutic target for allergic diseases, especially
atopic dermatitis.

Richard Martin, M.D., lead author and Chairman 
of Department of Medicine at National Jewish, released 
new research, published in the January 2007 issue of 
the Journal of Allergy and Clinical Immunology, confirming 
that certain patients may not benefit from inhaled
corticosteroids and suggests those patients can be 
identified with spirometry testing.

Fellows Become New Faculty

David Beuther, M.D., pulmonology

Pia J. Hauk, M.D., pediatric allergy/immunology

Marzena Krawiec, M.D., pediatric pulmonology

Yoshikazu Morimoto, M.D., Ph.D., adult allergy/immunology

JUNE 4, 2007
ALBUQUERQUE, NM

Spirit of Achievement Award Dinner
Hotel Albuquerque

JUNE 4, 2007
LOS ANGELES, CA

LA Automotive Golf
Trump National Course

JUNE 5, 2007
IJAMSVILLE, MD

Joseph R. Schuble Memorial Golf Tournament 
to benefit ILD Research at National Jewish

Whiskey Creek Golf Course

JUNE 12, 2007
LAS VEGAS, NV

Mike O’Callaghan Breath of Life Golf Classic
Cascata Golf Club

JUNE 13, 2007
NEW YORK, NY

New York Retail & Fashion Dinner

JUNE 15, 2007
DENVER, CO

Kunsberg School Golf Event
Fossil Trace

SEPTEMBER 26, 2007
NEW YORK, NY

New York Donor Appreciation Luncheon
The Harmonie Club

OCTOBER 4, 2007
WASHINGTON, DC

Washington DC Dinner
The Park Hyatt Hotel

OCTOBER 19, 2007
DENVER, CO

Denver Donor Appreciation Luncheon
Molly Blank Conference Center

For information about events in your area
please call 1-800-423-8891, ext. 1136.


