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Dear Alumni,
For the last 10 years, U.S. & World Report has named National Jewish the #1
Respiratory Hospital in the nation, as voted by pulmonologists across America. We
received this phenomenal distinction in late July and know that it reflects the
exceptional quality of our Faculty, Fellows, staff and our commitment to excellence
for today and tomorrow. Thank you for contributing to our continued success.

Michael Salem, M.D.
President and CEO

“ Being innovative and collegial
has always been part of our
culture. We plan to continue
leading as an academic
medical center over the next
decade by embracing
meaningful collaboration.”
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We are beginning to implement our Decade of Innovation – 2017 Strategic Plan that
was unanimously approved by our Board at the end of January. We plan to develop
and implement six pioneering personalized medicine programs (asthma, COPD,
cardiovascular disease, lung cancer, allergy, and immunology), which will allow us to
integrate our clinical and research efforts at the point of the patient.
This plan calls for significant investment in the institution by our Board and the
expansion of our faculty and staff in order to achieve our goals. I plan to keep you
updated in terms of our progress. Our recent growth includes creating a new
cardiology division in the Department of Medicine and the addition of HIV
management to our menu of patient care services.
Our current clinical cardiology focus is on pulmonary-related cardiac conditions, such
as undiagnosed shortness of breath and other respiratory conditions that are
significantly affected by heart conditions. In addition to excellent patient care, we
bring together a unique set of cardio-pulmonary diagnostic services, and cardiac
surveillance for pulmonary rehabilitation patients. We will further expand this
program to include preventive cardiology and a multidisciplinary individualized
cardiovascular program.
The National Jewish HIV program is distinctive in Colorado. We are the only
institution to offer a multidisciplinary, personalized approach to HIV management,
giving patients the benefit of our cardiopulmonary, endocrinology, immunology,
behavioral health, nutrition and rehabilitation services, and research—all in one place.
Being innovative and collegial has always been part of our culture. We plan to
continue leading as an academic medical center over the next decade by embracing
meaningful collaboration. Thank you for your continued support of National Jewish.
Best regards.
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Michael Salem, M.D., FACS
President and CEO

#1 Respiratory Hospital in the U.S. Since 1998.
U.S.News & World Report
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Noreen Nicol Steps Down to Pursue PhD
During her administrative career, National Jewish has
been ranked the #1 Respiratory Hospital for the past 10
consecutive years and achieved exceptional JCAHO and
other credentialing survey results.
Noreen is recognized as an expert in atopic dermatitis
and general dermatology. She has published more than
100 articles and 30 textbook chapters on these topics
and has lectured extensively both nationally and
internationally. She has also published educational
videos, slide kits, and a coloring book on dermatologyrelated topics.
Some of her recent awards and accomplishments
include:
■

■

■
Noreen Nicol Heer demonstrates the wet wrap technique.
■

A 20-year veteran at National Jewish, Noreen Heer
Nicol, MS, RN, FNP, recently resigned as Chief Clinical
Officer and Chief Nursing Officer to pursue a PhD in
Clinical Science at the University of Colorado. In a
newly created role, Noreen will continue to work parttime as Clinical Quality Liaison where she will support
our commitment to excellent clinical care throughout
the institution.
Noreen began her tenure at National Jewish in 1986, as
a Family Nurse Practitioner, working in Dermatology and
Atopic Dermatitis programs. She became our Director
of Nursing in 1995 and in 2001 she was promoted to our
Chief Clinical Officer and Chief Nursing Officer
overseeing Cardiology, Clinical Laboratories, Imaging,
Patient Education, Pharmacy, Pulmonary Physiology,
Rehabilitation, Sleep, as well as Nursing Services.

2004 President’s Award from the Dermatology
Nurses’ Association
2003 Colorado’s Nightingale Award for Nursing
Excellence
2003 University of Northern Colorado Honored
Alumni -Contribution to Health Award
2003 Imagemaker Award, Sigma Theta Tau,
Zeta Omicron Chapter

Noreen has left an indelible mark on National Jewish,
dermatology and patient care. Join us in wishing her
the best as she pursues this new goal.

NEW CHIEF NURSING OFFICER
Jeffrey Downing, MS, RN, is our new Chief
Nursing Officer, having served as Director of
Nursing for Adult Services for the last eight years.
Jeff has strong nursing administration skills and is
well known throughout the institution. He will
directly oversee the patient care activities in the
adult and pediatric clinical areas, patient education
and nursing staff development.

Airway Hyperresponsiveness Technology Licensed
National Jewish recently licensed technology for treating airway hyperresponsiveness to Innate Pharma, a
biotechnology company in France. Our researchers, Willi Born, PhD; Erwin Gelfand, MD; Michael Lahn, MD;
and Arihiko Kanehiro, MD, PhD; identified a method of reducing airway hyperreponsiveness by stimulating
gamma-delta T-cells. Innate Pharma will have the right to use the technology and its own proprietary
phosphoantigen compounds to develop a potential medication for asthma and other respiratory diseases
characterized by airway hyperresponsiveness.
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Alumni Uses Training on Humanitarian Mission
In June this year, Richard Hendershot, MD, of Salt Lake
City, Utah, participated in a 10-day humanitarian trip to
El Salvador as a Major in the Colorado Air National
Guard. On his first day in Izalco, El
Salvador, he met Evelyn, a two-and-ahalf year-old suffering from severe
allergic eczema. Visibly, she looked like
a burn victim. Due to lack of funds for
treatment and poor access to qualified
specialists, she’s suffered with this
condition for most of her short life,
including several hospitalizations, and
various medications and therapies that
had not improved her condition.

While a fellow at National Jewish, Dr. Hendershot
researched severe asthma with Chlamydia pneumoniae as a
risk factor for severe pediatric asthma. He trained with Drs.
Stan Szefler and Marzena Krawiec.
“Dr. Hendershot clearly benefited from
his exposure to treating some of the most
difficult atopic dermatitis, food allergy
and asthma patients seen at National
Jewish from all over the United States
during his two year training here. It was
great to hear that this experience could be
applied to the great humanitarian effort
of this U.S. military group. I really
enjoyed hearing about his experience and
the pride he took in helping this needy
group of people in El Salvador," stated
Stan Szefler, Head, Pediatric Clinical
Pharmacology.

Dr. Hendershot credits his training at
National Jewish for helping him
correctly diagnose Evelyn’s condition
and successfully treating her over those
Richard Hendershot, MD
10 days. He ordered extra medication
This was Dr. Hendershot’s second
Completed Fellowship at
from the United States for her as well as
humanitarian
mission with the National
National Jewish May 2007.
trained her parents and local physicians
Guard. These missions provide
in the most effective treatment methods.
humanitarian assistance, expose physicians
One local physician who has followed Evelyn’s case said
to medical conditions in the developing world and prepare
that one week of Dr. Hendershot’s care improved her
them for real-life medical situations the National Guard
condition more than anything has in the last two years.
may be called upon to serve. The most common problems
She even laughed and smiled—a first in a long time.
physicians saw in El Salvador were related to malnutrition
“As the sole pediatrician and allergist, I was in charge
and parasites due to impure water and improperly cooked
of pediatrics, allergy, asthma and dermatology,” states
food. In 10 days, they saw more than 13,000 patients—
Dr. Hendershot. “My fellowship training was invaluable
30 percent more than projected.
in allowing me to serve the people of El Salvador and
In addition to providing free medical care and medicine,
I cannot overstate how helpful it was. Even if you see
Dr. Hendershot and the other physicians worked with
these same disease processes, you’re never going to see
local physicians to help patients understand and work
them as far progressed as this. It’s more something
through the local medical system. They were able to help
people take pictures of and then publish them in
many patients overcome their fears of that system.
textbooks,” he concludes.

Tell Us Your Story
National Jewish Alumni are making significant contributions
in all areas of research, care and education. If you or a fellow
alumnus has an interesting story to share, please contact us.
Also, please communicate address and email changes so we
can ensure this publication is sent to your current address.

Alumni News Editor
National Jewish Medical and
Research Center
1400 Jackson Street, M303E
Denver, CO 80206
Alumni@njc.org (Email)
303-270-2220 (Fax)
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National Jewish Institute for Advanced
Biomedical Imaging
The focus of our ten-year plan is to innovate and lead as a
medical center. As we place new emphasis on proactive,
individualized medicine, the concept of advanced
diagnostics is very important. Advanced diagnostics brings
together imaging techniques, new contrast agents, and our
clinical reference laboratories including molecular
diagnostics.
Our goal is to provide the most advanced imaging
technology available to identify diseases sooner; carry out
disease profiling prior to instituting targeted therapies;
and analyze intervention effectiveness—all to prevent
disease progression and related complications.
To that end, National Jewish created the Institute for
Advanced Biomedical Imaging. This institute will drive
many medical enhancements and new technologies in the
coming years, including key advances in biological science
research, patient diagnosis and treatment. This state-ofthe-art imaging center is being constructed on the third
floor of the Iris and Michael Smith Clinics and
Laboratories building.

3D volume rendering at National Jewish.
■

PET/CT scanner combines two scanners - the PET
(Positron Emission Tomography), which shows cell
metabolism and tissue perfusion, and the CT
(Computed Tomography), which shows detailed
anatomy - into one. The result is high-resolution
3-dimensional anatomic images fused with
functional images of human tissue in one system.

■

MRI provides high resolution 3-D MR images of
muscles, tendons, bones and joints making it
possible to detect rheumatoid arthritic related bone
erosions often as much as two years before they
would have been detected by X-ray.

The clinical arm of the imaging center will support
outpatient care. It will provide information related to
diagnosis, medication effectiveness and disease
progression.
The Institute for Advanced Biomedical Imaging will
include cutting-edge technology, such as:
■

Two 64-slice CT scanners very quickly provide detailed,
3-dimensional images of the body and moving organs.

National Jewish and Brigham and Women’s
Awarded $37 Million for COPD Research
Researchers from National Jewish Medical and Research Center and Brigham and Women’s Hospital have been
awarded a $37 million grant from the National Heart Lung and Blood Institute (NHLBI) to lead the most
comprehensive study of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) ever undertaken. The multi-institutional
study will seek to identify the genetic, epidemiological and radiological characteristics of COPD, with a longterm goal of better understanding the disease and finding more effective treatments.
“COPD is the fourth leading cause of death in the United States, and yet we know so little about the disease,”
said James Crapo, MD, professor of medicine at National Jewish and co-principal investigator of the study. “This
study will help us determine which smokers are most at risk of developing the disease, who is most likely to have
progressive disease, and how to more effectively treat it.”

For more information, visit www.learnaboutcopd.org.
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National Jewish Launches Online Learning Portal
tuberculosis. The course offerings will also reflect the
institution’s focus on personalized medicine.

The Office of Professional Education is pleased to
announce the launch of CMELogix.org, an online portal
for continuing medical education.
Last year, over 8,350 healthcare professionals from
around the world came to National Jewish Medical and
Research Center for training and education by our
prestigious faculty. Now their expertise and research will
be more accessible via the Internet. “We will continue to
produce our high-caliber conferences and seminars, but
having a web-based learning management system allows
us to share our knowledge with a wider audience,” said
Sheila S. Jordan, Director of Professional Education.
Online educational activities will be available for
physicians, nurses, physicians’ assistants, respiratory
therapists, pharmacists, and other allied health
professionals. The core group of offerings will be focused
on the respiratory and autoimmune diseases in which
National Jewish specializes: asthma, allergy, chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), and

The Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical
Education (ACCME®) will accredit the CME programs.
Certain programs will also be accredited by the California
Nursing Board, and other professional associations.
One of the first offerings on CMELogix.org is the
posttest for PeripheralAirways.com, a breakthrough
source of cutting-edge CME training on “Targeting
Peripheral Airways in Asthma.”
This two-tract course offers training for primary care
physicians in both adult and pediatric asthma, each good
for 1.5 CME credit hours. PeripheralAirways.com offers
new insights into understanding asthma and its treatment
options. This site differs from typical CME distance
learning because it contains streaming animation for
better visualization, physician and patient interviews, and
a video overview by Erwin Gelfand, MD, Chair of the
Department of Pediatrics at National Jewish.
PeripheralAirways.com will be available until June 30,
2008, and is free of charge to all participants.

You may visit our educational offerings at
CMELogix.org or njc.org/proed.

Plan to attend this research conference focused on the Origins of Asthma

THIRD ANNUAL KAUVAR CONFERENCE
“BIOLOGY OF LUNG DEVELOPMENT”
Tuesday, December 18, 2007 from 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., National Jewish campus
Keynote Speaker:

SUSAN REYNOLDS, PHD

DONNA BRATTON, MD

Lee Niswander, PhD, Investigator
at the Howard Hughes Medical
Institute; Professor of Pediatrics at
the University of Colorado

Airway epithelium as a target for
early life events

Role of eosinophils and neutrophils
in the initiation stage of asthma

NICHOLE REISDORPH, PHD

DONALD LEUNG, MD

The Atopic March: Opportunities to
Understand the Origins of Asthma

General Session Speakers:

Proteomics and the potential
application to studying early
onset asthma

STAN SZELFER, MD

ERWIN GELFAND, MD

Epidemiology and clinical features
of infant asthma and early
intervention: Is it possible and can
it prevent asthma progression?
Opportunities for Collaborative
Research at National Jewish

Age at initial exposure to allergen or
virus is a determining factor in the
development of airway disease
GARY LARSEN, MD

Neurogenic pathways in the
developing airway: Impact of allergen
sensitization

The symposium will also include a
discussion on the hygiene
hypothesis with Andrew Liu, MD,
and Philippa Marrack, PhD.

To register, contact Gretchen
Hugen Department of
Pediatrics: 303-398-1876
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Fundraising Events
Around the U.S.
DECEMBER 8, 2007
NEW YORK, NY

Real Estate Dinner, Grand Hyatt
FEBRUARY 23, 2008
LOS ANGELES, CA

LA Professional Services Dinner, The Ritz-Carlton
FEBRUARY 27, 2008
BOCA RATON, FL
VIP Kids Luncheon, Boca West Country Club
MARCH 4, 2008
NEW YORK, NY

Financial Industries Dinner
Grand Ballroom, New York Hilton
MARCH 8, 2008
DENVER, CO

Beaux Arts Ball, Hyatt Regency Denver
APRIL 5, 2008
DENVER, CO

Hoops & Hoopla, Invesco Field @ Mile High
APRIL 7, 2008
LOS ANGELES, CA

Real Estate Industry Golf Tournament
North Ranch Country Club
APRIL 10, 2008
NEW YORK, NY

A.I.R. Society “The Sky's the Limit” Benefit
Puck Building
MAY 10, 2008
LAS VEGAS, NV

Las Vegas Dinner, Four Seasons Hotel
MAY, 2008
RHODE ISLAND

Rhode Island Humanitarian Award Luncheon
Boca West Country Club
JUNE 2, 2008
LOS ANGELES, CA

LA Automotive Golf Tournament
Trump National Golf Club

For information about events in your area
please call 1-800-423-8891, ext. 1136.

Bioscience Discovery
Grants Fund Promising
National Jewish Research
Five researchers at National Jewish Medical and
Research Center have received funding from the state
of Colorado intended to accelerate the translation of
scientific discoveries into marketable healthcare
products and services.
The Bioscience Discovery Evaluation Grant Program
distributed $2 million to researchers throughout
Colorado in this first-of-its-kind program. Recipient
institutions are required to match the grants awarded
to their researchers. The state awarded National Jewish
researchers $196,000. National Jewish matched this
amount with operating funds and charitable donations
so that the five researchers will receive a total of
$392,000.
“We are excited by the prospect of using the bioscience
grants to further the development of these research
discoveries into potential therapies for respiratory and
immunological diseases,” said Brad Brockbank,
Manager of Intellectual Property and Technology
Commercialization at National Jewish. “Research of
this kind is critical and difficult to fund using
traditional sources such as NIH and foundations.”
National Jewish grants and investigators are:
Willi Born, PhD: Inhaled antibodies for the treatment
of airway hyperresponsiveness and inflammation. The
antibodies cause particularly troublesome T-cells in the
lungs to commit suicide.
Brian Day, PhD: Novel antioxidant therapies to treat
chronic lung disease. Compounds increase production
of protective antioxidants in lung cells.
Erwin Gelfand, MD: Heat-shock proteins to modify
immune/inflammatory responses. The proteins shift
the immune system away from allergic Th2 responses.
Jerry Nick, MD: A method for the prevention and
treatment of pseudomonas biofilm infections in cystic
fibrosis and contact lens. Compounds break
up biofilms, which make bacterial infections difficult
to treat.
Rebecca O’Brien, PhD: Use of soluble T-cell receptors
to reduce inflammatory damage. Decoy receptors
prevent inflammatory T-cells from becoming activated.

