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Michael Salem, M.D., FACS
President and CEO

Michael Salem, M.D.
President and CEO

Dear Alumni,

Personalized medicine, as an institutional strategy, is central to the future of medicine at
National Jewish. We will continue at the forefront, transforming lives through science,
by recruiting physicians and researchers with unparalleled expertise, and investing
heavily in the most advanced technologies—all for the benefit of our patients. Let me
highlight two outstanding recent faculty additions.

David A. Schwartz, MD, FCCP, one of the foremost experts in the genetics of
pulmonary disease, recently became director of our Pulmonary and Critical Care
Division. He will also lead our new Center for Genetics and Therapeutics that will
study genes in biological systems, genetic variants in disease development and clinical
outcomes in individuals. (See page five.)

Ali I. Musani, MD, FCCP, one of the world’s leading interventional pulmonologists,
leads the National Jewish Interventional Pulmonology Program. His expertise covers a
wide variety of diagnostic, therapeutic and palliative procedures for the early diagnosis,
staging and treatment of airway obstructions and lung cancer. (See page two.)

These two physician scientists, in addition to other recruits and current faculty, will
advance the institution and provide evidence that National Jewish will contribute to
recruiting and training the next generation of leaders in science and medicine.

Similarly, as a medical center we continue expanding our efforts to address the two
leading causes of behavior-associated premature death in the United States—tobacco 
use and obesity. Our Quitline smoking cessation and FitLogix™ weight management
programs have seen substantial growth, leading throughout the nation. We believe
health institutions transitioning to preventive care will include these types of programs.

We will continue expanding and leveraging faculty expertise with scientific advances,
including genetics, proteomics, advanced imaging, and disease biology, to truly integrate
our research and clinical efforts. This will maintain and augment the unique healthcare
experience that is National Jewish. 

Thank you for your continued support. Best regards.

Sincerely,
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“ We will continue at the
forefront, transforming lives
through science, by recruiting
physicians and researchers
with unparalleled expertise,
and investing heavily in the
most advanced technologies—
all for the benefit of our
patients.”
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Interventional Pulmonology Program 

Jurgen Figenser, RT; Mike Kiley, Clinic Administrator; Dr. Ali I. Musani, Director of Interventional Pulmonology; Lonnie Marsh, RN;
and Dr. Gregory Cosgrove, Medical Director of the new Minimally Invasive Diagnostic Center at National Jewish. 

National Jewish is now one of only a handful of centers
around the country—and the only center in the Rocky
Mountain Region—offering interventional pulmonology
services with a formally-trained specialist.  

Ali I. Musani, MD, FCCP joined National Jewish in mid-
January to start our Interventional Pulmonology Program.
Most recently, he was the Director of the Interventional
Pulmonology Program at Presbyterian Medical Center at
the University of Pennsylvania Hospital. It is one of the
most active and well-respected programs in 
the nation.  

The National Jewish Interventional Pulmonary Program
offers a wide spectrum of minimally invasive diagnostic,
therapeutic and palliative airway procedures. Dr. Musani
is an international expert in the latest technologies such
as Endobronchial Ultrasound for early detection and
staging cancers of the lung and other organs; Super
Dimension navigation system for early diagnosis of 
pulmonary nodules; laser therapy for tumor ablation 
and stent placement in the airways for myriad of benign
and malignant diseases.

He is also considered a national and international leader
in the use of long-term indwelling pleural catheters for
the treatment of malignant pleural effusions. Dr. Musani
will be conducting several multinational and national
clinical trials for the treatment of asthma and emphysema
with non-pharmacological approaches. 

Services include:
• Identify, diagnose and treat pulmonary nodules
• Early detection of lung cancer 
• Diagnose and treat airway obstructions due to benign

and malignant diseases
• Airway recanalization with laser and other modalities
• Removal of foreign bodies
• Pleural procedures
• Airways stent implantation and removal
• Balloon dilatation of airways (balloon bronchoplasty)

Dr. Musani and his team will utilize our new state-of-the-
art Minimally Invasive Diagnostic Center for most of 
the procedures. Equipment technology includes:

• Endobronchial ultrasound (EBUS)
• Laser bronchoscopy
• Electrocautery
• Argon plasma coagulation
• Flexible and rigid bronchoscopy
• Super Dimension Navigation system
• Fluoroscopy
• Stents



Former Fellow, PK Vedanthan, MD, created the International
Asthma Services (IAS) organization in the late 1980s to address
the worldwide problem of asthma in areas including India, Africa,
Mauritius, Fiji, South America and the Philippines.  The IAS is 
a nonprofit organization serving disadvantaged populations
through educating patients and providers; offering free medical
care; and giving physicians and hospitals materials, technology
and training.

Free Asthma Camp for Patients 
The impetus for a free asthma camp came to Dr. Vedanthan
during a trip to his native India. He observed that patients were
undertreated, uneducated about asthma and allergies, and did not
have organized access to care.  The first camp advertisement
brought 400 patients over three days. Camp patients are treated, educated and provided with follow-up care by volunteer
physicians. During the last 20 years, Dr. Vedanthan has provided free personal healthcare to approximately 30,000
patients during nearly 180 asthma awareness camps, conducted in more than 50 locations on four continents. “We need
more volunteer physicians, nurses and respiratory therapists to join in this incredible journey around the globe educating
the needy. It is truly satisfying at the end of the day,” appeals 
Dr. Vedanthan.

Diploma Program
International Asthma Service also educates physicians about these
conditions in hopes of stopping the epidemic. In India alone—
the asthma population is 100 million—there are approximately
300 physicians, self-trained, to treat asthma and allergies. “That’s
one clinician per 10,000 patients. Just a drop in the ocean of
asthma patients,” explains Vedanthan. IAS partnered with
Christian Medical College, a premier medical institution in 
India to offer a Diploma in Allergy and Asthma. It’s a year-long
comprehensive course for qualified physicians. The second 
class of 20 post graduate MDs will graduate this summer.
Vedanthan, who is the co-director of the diploma course, travels
between India and USA every three months.

To learn more about Dr. Vedanthan and the IAS, visit http://intlasthma.googlepages.com.

Alum Vedanthan Helps Needy Asthmatics Worldwide

Tell Us Your Story
National Jewish Alumni are making significant contributions
in all areas of research, care and education. If you or a fellow
alumnus has an interesting story to share, please contact us. 

Also, please communicate address and email changes so we
can ensure this publication is sent to your current address.

Alumni News Editor
National Jewish Medical and 

Research Center
1400 Jackson Street, M303D
Denver, CO 80206
Alumni@njc.org (Email)   
303-270-2220 (Fax)
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Dr. Vedanthan examining a child at an 
asthma camp in West Bengal, India

Diploma in Allergy and Asthma Graduation Ceremony.



4 | NATIONAL JEWISH ALUMNI

Personalized Medicine
Innovative Initiatives and New Infrastructure

National Jewish is launching three ground-breaking initiatives to support our pioneering efforts in personalized medicine:

• The Institute for Advanced Biomedical Imaging™ will include cutting-edge technology to allow much
better visualization of structures and the processes that occur in the body. For example, the combined high
definition PET/CT scanner will show chemical processes occurring inside cells as well as display 3D
anatomy that pinpoints their locations. Images of the heart and lung will make captures easier 
and faster.  The new imaging center will open May 2008 and will include:

- 64-slice CT scanners - MRI
- High Definition PET/CT scanner - Integrated RIS/PACS system

• The Integrated Bioinformation and Specimen Center will be a centralized repository of anonymous
patient tissue samples from throughout the institution.  The tissue samples will be linked to information
about the patient who donated them, including diagnosis, CT scans, X-rays, genetics and more.  They are a
tremendous resource for researchers seeking biomarkers to help predict a person’s predisposition for a disease,
the likely course of that disease, and the effective medications for patients with that specific biomarker.  For
example, Russ Bowler, MD, and Raul Torres, PhD, recently took advantage of a tissue sample repository to
identify a protein, Arhgefl, which appears to play a role in the development of chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease.

• The Center for Genetics and Therapeutics will take advantage of our predisposition discoveries by
developing new tests that evaluate patients for the presence or absence of important biomarkers. For
example, our researchers recently identified a genetic mutation that alters the response of asthma patients 
to the medication albuterol.  Advanced diagnostics will help determine which patients have that mutation 
and tell physicians which patients should not receive that medication.

Ron Berge Is New Executive Vice President 
and Chief Operating Officer
In January, National Jewish hired Ron Berge as Executive Vice President and Chief
Operating Officer. Berge spent the last 20 years at The Children’s Hospital in 
Denver most recently as their VP of Facility Development and has over 30 years of
experience in healthcare and hospital operations.

“Ron brings a unique blend of clinical, academic and operational experience to the
position,” said Michael Salem, MD, CEO and President of National Jewish. “I am
confident that he will prove an excellent addition to the team during this exciting
time at National Jewish.”

Berge holds a master’s degree in Business Administration and began his healthcare career in 1974 as a physician’s
assistant. Berge joined the Children’s Hospital in 1987 as the Director of Contract Management. In his 20-year
tenure he also served as Assistant Vice President of Marketing and Managed Care and as Vice President,
Managed Care, Marketing and Regional Healthcare Network. As Vice President of Facility Development, 
Berge directed the design and construction of Children’s new hospital, outpatient pavilion, clinical and 
research laboratories, behavioral health pavilion, and office complex.

“National Jewish has a fantastic history, strategic plan and reputation,” said Berge. “I am extremely excited to
come on board and join the team.”



Beginning in May, David A. Schwartz, MD, will 
serve as director of our Pulmonary and Critical Care
Division and will also lead a new Center for Genetics
and Therapeutics.  “David’s expertise and his vision for
genomics and the coming era of personalized medicine
made him an ideal candidate,” said Michael Salem,
MD, President and CEO. “David will be a vital
addition to our team.”

"I am honored to step into this leadership position, and
look forward to working with the outstanding
physicians and scientists at National Jewish and
throughout the Denver community," said Dr. Schwartz.

Dr. Schwartz previously served as Director of the
National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences
and the National Toxicology Program where he
developed programs in environmental genetics and
translational research. Prior to his work at the NIH, he
served as the Director of the Pulmonary, Allergy, and
Critical Care Division and Vice Chair of Research in
the Department of Medicine at Duke University. 
At Duke, Dr. Schwartz played a principal role in
developing three interdisciplinary centers in
environmental health sciences, environmental 
genomics, and environmental asthma.

Dr. Schwartz is a nationally recognized researcher and
practicing physician who has specialized in environ-

David A. Schwartz, MD, Named Director of Pulmonary and
Critical Care Division and Center for Genetics and Therapeutics

mental and occupational lung disease. He has published
more than 170 peer-reviewed research papers, 50 book
chapters, and a textbook, and has made fundamental
discoveries about the biological and genetic factors that
contribute to chronic pulmonary diseases, such as
asthma and interstitial lung disease. 

Study Launched to Understand Food Allergy
Researchers at National Jewish Medical and Research Center are launching a comprehensive study of food allergy
in children. Dan Atkins, MD; DAvid Fleischer, MD; Donald Leung, MD; and Andy Liu, MD will conduct the
research and hope the five-year study will help them predict which children will develop food allergies and which
children will outgrow them. It should also offer insights into what has caused the alarming rise in food allergies
and possible ways to prevent or cure them.

The study is funded by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), and is the first in a
series of food allergy studies that will be conducted by the Consortium of Food Allergy Research. In 2005, the
NIAID awarded a $17 million grant to the consortium to develop therapies to treat and prevent food allergy.
Other institutions in the consortium are Mount Sinai School of Medicine, Johns Hopkins University School 
of Medicine, the University of Arkansas Children’s Hospital Research Institute, Duke University School of
Medicine, and Yale University School of Medicine.

For more information go to njc.org or contact Jill Slinkard at 303-398-1618 or  slinkardj@njc.org.
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David A. Schwartz, MD, 
Director, Pulmonary and Critical Care Division;  
Director, Center for Genetics and Therapeutics
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Siemens Our Partner for New Imaging Center
With a shared vision of personalized medicine, Siemens Healthcare and National Jewish formed a strategic alliance
to improve and develop novel imaging and diagnostic technologies using genomics, proteomics, and integrated
research and clinical care.

As part of the initiative, National Jewish will integrate Siemens technology throughout the institution to help
diagnose respiratory, cardiac and rheumatologic diseases. Especially important will be our Institute for Advanced
Biomedical Imaging™, where much of the patient care and collaborative research planned for this alliance will 
be conducted.

“We are excited about our collaboration with National Jewish and look forward to supporting the organization with
new clinical pathways and workflows for improved quality and patient care,” said Heinrich Kolem, CEO of Siemens
Medical Solutions USA, Inc. “Integrating new concepts for early detection, including state-of-the-art imaging 
and information technologies, as well as molecular methods, will help support our shared vision of personalized
health care.”

“Together we will be leaders in bringing forward the concept of advanced diagnostics, which merges imaging and 
the clinical reference laboratories,” said Michael Salem, MD, president and CEO of National Jewish. “Siemens
Healthcare will be a terrific and innovative partner in furthering our common vision.”

As part of the initial agreement, Siemens will provide the following technologies to National Jewish:

• Dual-Source CT SOMATOM Definition™ – CT with a dual X-ray tube and dual-detector design, routinely
provides images with superior temporal resolution that freeze the motion of the heart, and functions at twice the
speed and twice the power of single-source systems. 

• MRI 1.5T MAGNETOM® Avanto – Offers comprehensive metastasis evaluation, whole CNS imaging, and
visualization of vascular diseases, fully incorporated Tim® (Total imaging matrix) technology and the first whole
body surface coil concept. 

• 64-Slice CT SOMATOM Sensation® 64 – Provides dramatic image sharpness and clarity combined with the
simplicity and speed of seamless integrated workflow. 

• syngo® Imaging and syngo® Workflow – Integrates with CAD applications, and the main 2D image reading
application, and drives the radiological workflow from order entry to image and report distribution. 

• PET/CT Biograph® 40 – True Point High definition, 40-slice PET/CT, providing clinicians with enhanced 
imaging clarity and diagnostic confidence for applications, such as oncology management and 
cardiac assessment. 

• C-arm ARCADIS® Avantic is the multipurpose high-end C-arm for cardiac surgery, vascular surgery,
gastroenterology, orthopedics, and many other fields of practice where high power and a large field of view 
are required. 

• Cardiac Camera, c.cam™ – Dedicated cardiac gamma camera provides clinicians with clearer and more 
accurate images. 



The Office of Professional Education at National Jewish Medical and Research Center offers innovative and
interactive CME learning opportunities through a variety of channels including live events and online courses.

LIVE U.S.A. MEETINGS
Changes to the Asthma Guidelines and their Relevance to Pulmonologists Rethinking Difficult Asthma
A series of live, no-cost dinner meetings chaired by Richard Martin, MD, Chair, Department of Medicine.  
Topics include:
• What do referring physicians need to know about the new guidelines?

• What are the latest concepts in biological phenotyping?

• What is the clinical relevance of the new guidelines?

Upcoming locations:

Baltimore, MD
Boston, MA
Dallas, TX
Denver, CO
Detroit, MI
Great Neck, NY
Houston, TX

Los Angeles, CA
Miami, FL
Minneapolis, MN
New York, NY
Philadelphia, PA
Phoenix, AZ
Pittsburgh, PA

San Diego, CA
Santa Ana, CA
St. Louis, MO
Seattle. WA
Tampa, FL
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Professional Education

Please visit njc.org/asthma-dinner for detailed information including dates and location, or to register. 

LIVE DENVER MEETINGS
Translational Medicine in Cardiovascular and Pulmonary Diseases
Molly Blank Conference Center, | National Jewish Campus | Denver, Colorado | August 10 – 12, 2008.  
Topics include:
• ‘Omics in Drug and Diagnostic Discovery and Development, presented by Dalia Cohen, PhD, Rosetta Genomics

• A Thousand Invisible Threads: The New Language of Personalized Medicine, presented by Fintan R. Steele, PhD,
Feinstein Kean Healthcare

• Personalized Medicine as an Institutional Strategy, presented by Michael Salem, MD, FACS, President and CEO
National Jewish Medical and Research Center

International COPD Conference
Molly Blank Conference Center | National Jewish Campus | Denver, Colorado | September 11 – 12, 2008.  
Topics include:
• Molecular Phenotypes in COPD: Local and Systemic Inflammation, presented by Steven Shapiro, MD, Chair,

Department of Medicine, University of Pittsburgh

• Genetic Phenotypes in Humans, presented by Edwin Silverman, MD, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Medicine,
Harvard Medical School

Please visit njc.org/proed for event details and registration.
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Fundraising Events Around the U.S.

MAY 19, 2008
DENVER, CO

Kunsberg Golf Classic

JUNE 2, 2008
LOS ANGELES, CA

LA Automotive Golf, Trump National Golf

JUNE 10, 2008
BOULDER CITY, NEVADA

Mike O’Callaghan Breath of Life Golf Classic

JUNE 17, 2008
IJAMSVILLE, MD

Joseph R. Schuble Memorial Golf Tournament

AUGUST 18, 2008
PURCHASE, NY

Fund to Cure Asthma Golf

NOVEMBER 8, 2008
DENVER, CO

Cocktails & Karaoke

For information about events in your area please call 1-800-423-8891, ext. 1136.

Pioneering Genetic Counseling, Medical Information, and 
Support Program 
The Coalition for Pulmonary Fibrosis (CPF) and National Jewish Medical and Research Center launched the first
genetic counseling program for patients and families affected by familial pulmonary fibrosis. The telephonic counseling
program will be operated by National Jewish and is funded by CPF.

An estimated 10-15 percent of pulmonary fibrosis patients, have a form of the disease that runs in families. Recent
research has identified two genetic mutations that are associated with familial pulmonary fibrosis, and tests for those
mutations have recently become available to the public.

The genetic counseling program will provide a qualified genetic counselor, who has expertise in familial pulmonary
fibrosis, to discuss by phone preparation for and interpretation of genetic tests and various life decisions, such as having
children and planning for the future. 

“With a disease that has no FDA approved treatment and no cure, it is incredibly difficult for patients to deal with the
diagnosis. When entire families are threatened by the disease, it is an even more devastating experience,” said Mishka
Michon, Chief Executive Officer for the CPF. “This counseling program will help patients and families to better
understand what is known about familial pulmonary fibrosis. We are pleased to support this important service.”

“This is a groundbreaking program in pulmonary fibrosis, and we are so pleased to be working with the CPF on it,”
said Kevin K. Brown, MD, Vice Chair of Medicine at National Jewish. “Genetic counseling is often important for
patients and families at risk for pulmonary fibrosis. Right now, there are few known genetic mutations that may cause
familial pulmonary fibrosis, but in the future, more of these mutations will be identified. A genetic counseling program
is a critical resource that will help patients and families now and into the future.”

For further information on the Familial Pulmonary Fibrosis Genetic Counseling Program or to speak with a genetic
counselor, call 1-800-423-8891, ext. 1022.


