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Alumni News
NAT IONAL J EW I SH ALUMN I : A TRAD IT ION OF EXCEL L ENCE AND COMMITMENT TO EDUCAT ION AND LEADER SH I P

Michael Salem, M.D.

President and CEO

Michael Salem, M.D.

Dear Alumni:

I thoroughly enjoyed meeting many of you at the National Jewish Alumni Reception at the
annual AAAAI Meeting. It was a wonderful event, and I was inspired by your experiences at
National Jewish and the important work you do today.

I am pleased to report that it has been an exciting and productive few months at National
Jewish. In July, we were ranked again as the #1 Respiratory Hospital in the Nation by U.S.
News &World Report. We are proud of this accomplishment, but it also serves as a reminder of
our important responsibility to be the innovative leader in the research and delivery of improved
care for patients, in addition to our commitment to educating the next generation of physicians
and researchers. As we continue this mission, we focus on growth and expansion of our
programs, faculty and campus.

We are making excellent progress on the development of a comprehensive strategic plan to guide
our priorities over the next decade. We anticipate that plans will be completed in the late Fall
2006 and I will have more to share with you at that time.

Construction of the new six-story clinical and research building is progressing rapidly
with completion slated for Winter 2007. This new facility will enable us to accommodate the
clinical and research initiatives of new physicians and scientists recruited to National Jewish.

I am proud to announce two senior faculty appointments. After a national search, Richard
Martin, M.D., was appointed as Chair of the Department of Medicine. Dr. Martin is Professor
of Medicine at National Jewish and the University of Colorado and holds the Edelstein Family
Chair in Pulmonary Medicine. I am also very pleased to announce the appointment of Greg
Downey, M.D., to succeed Dick Johnston, M.D., as Executive Vice President of Academic
Affairs. Dr. Johnston will continue at National Jewish, but return to his academic pursuits in
immunology and children's health. Since 2001, Dr. Downey has served as the Canada Research
Chair in Respiration for the Canada Institutes of Health Research and is currently Vice Chair
of the Department of Medicine, Professor and Director of the Division of Respirology at the
University of Toronto.

Finally, we have taken steps to better serve patients in the community. In May 2006, we
formalized a partnership that enables National Jewish Intensivists to staff the Intensive Care Unit
at Rose Medical Center. In July 2006, we expanded services at National Jewish in Littleton to
offer pediatric and adult allergy and immunology care to South Denver residents. We continue
to provide premier pulmonary, allergy and rheumatology services in the Aspen Valley.

Thank you again to those who attended the reunion. I hope you enjoy this issue of Alumni
News!

Best Regards,

Nonsectarian • Nonprofit

Class Notes: Alumnus Harvey

Leo, M.D., Appointed to

Council of National Trustees...... 2

Former Fellow

Speaks in Kazakhstan .............. 2

From Fellows to Faculty.............. 3

National Jewish Clinical

Reference Laboratories ............ 3

CME Programs ........................ 4

IN THIS ISSUE

“In July, we were ranked again

as the #1 Respiratory Hospital

in the Nation by U.S. News &

World Report.”



2 | NATIONAL JEWISH ALUMNI NEWS

When Harvey L. Leo, M.D.,
completed his pediatric allergy
fellowship in 2004 and joined a
private practice in Ann Arbor,
Michigan, he knew that he
wanted to stay connected to
National Jewish and its mission.
In February 2006, that
commitment was formalized
with his appointment to the
Council of National Trustees.
The Council is comprised of
business and community leaders

from across the country who support and promote the mission
and accomplishments of National Jewish. During a three-year
term, Dr. Leo will focus on fundraising, education, strategic
planning and raising the profile of National Jewish in his
Michigan community.

“Both as an alumnus and a father of a child with a peanut
allergy and atopic dermatitis, I know firsthand how
extraordinary National Jewish truly is,” says Dr. Leo. “I
am thrilled to have the opportunity to promote and educate
about the institution in an official capacity.”

After fellowship, Dr. Leo and fellowship classmate, Benjamin J.
Song, M.D., (2002-2004), were recruited by National Jewish
alumnus, Jeffrey G. Leiflein, M.D., (1991-1993), to join
Allergy and Immunology Associates of Ann Arbor. The three

National Jewish alumni and senior partner, Martin Hurwitz,
M.D., see more than 20,000 pediatric and adult patients each
year—making it one of the largest allergy and immunology
practices in South East Michigan and one of the largest
groupings of National Jewish Alumni outside of Colorado. Dr.
Leo is also affiliated with St. Joseph Mercy Health System and
the University of Michigan School of Public Health, enabling
him to stay active in research and teaching.

“Joining Allergy and Immunology Associates gave me the
opportunity to continue to provide excellent care to patients
and families in Michigan alongside colleagues who believe in
a high quality, patient-centered approach to medicine,” says
Dr. Leo.

Dr. Leo hopes that as a Trustee he will be able to increase
awareness of National Jewish within the physician community
and the general public. He looks forward to doing what he
can to ensure that patients and families receive the care that
they need.

“When we refer patients to National Jewish, they sometimes
ask us why they have to travel so far,” says Dr. Leo. “I always
respond with the truth, there is no place like National Jewish.”

Dr. Leo lives in Ann Arbor, Michigan, with his wife, Anne,
daughter, Miriam and son, Andrew. They return to Colorado
frequently to visit family and keep ties with colleagues at
National Jewish.

Class Notes: Harvey Leo, M.D., Appointed to Council of National Trustees

Harvey L. Leo, M.D.

On July 26, National Jewish alumnus, Bruce S. Dobozin,
M.D., (1983 -1985) had the unique opportunity to present
at "High Technologies in Ophthalmology," an international
conference held in Almaty, Kazakhstan. The conference
was sponsored by the Kazakh Scientific Research Institute of
Eye Diseases and was attended by more than 230 physicians.
Dr. Dobozin gave a lecture entitled "Newest Discoveries in
Allergic Disorders of the Eye" alongside a dozen
ophthalmologists and vision researchers from the United
States and Turkey who presented the latest clinical and basic
science research related to diseases of the eye. This group
travels annually to medically-remote areas to provide much
needed education and expertise.

"My experience in Kazakhstan was personally and
professionally rewarding," says Dr. Dobozin. "Medicine is
very different there and many do not have access to the
services they need. While the ophthalmology equipment was
fairly up-to-date, the basics were missing, such as alcohol
wipes. Based on the turnout of allergist/ immunologists,

I suspect that
our specialty is
not represented
in a meaningful
way.”

When he's not
presenting
internationally,
Dr. Dobozin
runs a private allergy and immunology practice in Brooklyn
and Woodstock, NY. He continues his connection to
National Jewish as an Educational Affiliate through which he
is involved in community outreach, professional and patient
education, fundraising and clinical research. He authored a
book entitled, Allergies: The Complete Guide to Diagnosis,
Treatment and Daily Management, which was recently
released in second edition.

Former Fellow and National Jewish
Educational Affiliate Speaks in Kazakhstan

Bruce S. Dobozin, M.D. (right) presents
in Kazakhstan



Kirstin D. Carel, M.D.,
joined the Department of
Pediatrics in July 2006
after completing an allergy
and immunology
fellowship at National
Jewish. Dr. Carel received
her medical degree at
Georgetown University
School of Medicine and
completed a pediatric
residency at Wake Forest
University School of

Medicine. Dr. Carel has a strong clinical focus seeing
patients at the main campus and National Jewish in
Littleton.
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Anne M. Lent, M.D., joined
National Jewish in February
2006, as Assistant Professor of
Medicine in the Division of
Allergy and Immunology
Dr. Lent received her medical
degree from the University of
Minnesota Medical School and
completed her residency in
Internal Medicine at Hennepin
County Medical Center in
Minnesota. Prior to joining the
faculty, Dr. Lent completed an

Allergy and Immunology Fellowship at National Jewish from
2003-2005. Dr. Lent sees adult allergy and immunology
patients at the National Jewish main campus in Denver and
National Jewish in Littleton.

From Fellows to Faculty

Anne M. Lent, M.D. Kirstin D. Carel, M.D.

Whether you trained at National Jewish two years or two
decades ago, you may be surprised by the growth of the
Clinical Reference Laboratories. One recent highlight is the
development of the assay for chronic uticaria— National
Jewish is the only lab in the world offering this test.* In the
TB Laboratory, identification and susceptibility testing are
performed for many Mycobacterial species. The infectious
Disease Pharmacokinetics Laboratory has the technology to
measure anti-fungal, anti-HIV and anti-TB drugs in blood
without interruption of therapeutic drug regimen. The
Laboratories specialize in esoteric testing used in the diagnosis
and treatment of respiratory, allergic and immunologic
disorders. Testing is available for all phases of preclinical and
clinical trials and follows GLP guidelines when applicable.
The comprehensive nature of the testing and specialized
assays unique to National Jewish have attracted
a strong client base including local, regional and national
laboratories, pharmaceutical companies, public health
institutions, physician practices, clinical trials organizations
and biotechnical companies.

“We hold ourselves to a high standard of excellence that is
reflected in the work we do and the clients we serve,” says
John Allen, Director of Clinical Reference Laboratories. “Our
directors are experts in developing customized assays as needed
by our clients. In addition, they offer unprecedented personal
consultation and interpretation for all assays we perform.”

National Jewish Clinical Reference Laboratories offer a broad
spectrum of immunologic testing, including evaluation of cell
functions such as chemotaxis and lymphocyte proliferation,

and assessment of humoral immune response such as specific
antibody measurement and serum precipitins. The complement
lab has the capability to measure the levels and function of all
circulating complement components and control proteins
as well as their activation products.

National Jewish Clinical Reference Laboratories:
See How We’ve Grown!

Some of our unique tests include:

• Anti-FcΕ Receptor Assay
• Soluble and intracellular Cytokines

• Assessment of immunodeficiency diseases
including Memory B cells

• Complement Activation Pathways

• Phagocytic disorders including Chemotaxis

• Autoantibodies to complement components

• Genetic screen for type I C2-deficiency

• 16s DNA sequencing for mycobacterial
identification

For more information, please visit our web site
at www.njlabs.org or contact

Wendy Neuberger at 303.398.1367

*Yasnowsky K M, Dreskin S C, Efaw B, Schoen D, Vedanthan P K,
Alam R, Harbeck R J Chronic urticaria sera increase basophile
CD203c expression. J Allergy Clin Immunol 2006;117:1430-4.
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For information about CME programs, contact the
Office of Professional Education at 303-398-1000 or
visit www.nationaljewish.org.

29th Annual Keystone Update: Allergy/Clinical
Immunology, Asthma and Pulmonary Medicine
January 31-February 4, 2007
Keystone Conference Center, Keystone, CO
Audience: Allergists, Pulmonologists, Pediatricians and
Primary Care Physicians

Shades of Control in Asthma: A Dinner Series for
Allergists and Pulmonologists
October 5 - Chicago, IL
October 12 - Philadelphia, PA
October 12 - Houston, TX

The Office of Professional Education also has a variety
of new CME newsletters and monographs on topics
including COPD, difficult to control asthma and
allergic rhinitis.

National Jewish Continuing
Medical Education Programs

Tell Us Your Story
National Jewish Alumni are making significant
contributions in all areas of research, care and
education and we want to tell their story. If you or
a fellow alumnus has been involved in something
interesting, please contact us. Please also let us
know if you’ve moved so we can ensure this
publication is sent to your current address.

Submissions, address changes, or feedback can be
sent to:

E-mail: Alumni@njc.org
Fax: 303-270-2220
Mail: Alumni News Editor

National Jewish Medical and
Research Center
1400 Jackson Street, M313
Denver, CO 80203

Investing in Future Fellows
The Dr. Harold S. Nelson Endowed Fellowship Fund
at National Jewish creates opportunities for young
physician-scientists to train alongside distinguished
faculty. To date, we have raised $200,000 toward our goal
of $700,000 which will enable us to fully endow the
Fund. Once the goal is reached, the income will pay
for a fellow annually which will rotate between the
Departments of Medicine and Pediatrics each year.
The Fund is a meaningful way to invest in the future of
medical training and excellence and celebrates the career
of Dr. Harold Nelson, a beloved faculty member and
mentor.

For more information or to make a contribution, please
contact Allison G. Jernigan at 303-398-1077 or via
email jernigana@njc.org.


